KRISTA

Taking Back Brooklyn

“I have learned to accept who I am, where I’m from, so don’t ask me / I can’t ever change what I’ve been through / Everything from today is all mental / And I prefer to rise instead of fall” — From “Ashes of Pain” by Krista

Up-and-coming singer, songwriter, and musician Krista may be all of 21, but she’s lived a lot of life in those two decades. Ask her about it and she’ll tell you about her experiences growing up as the child of an Italian mother, who split when Krista was four, and a Puerto Rican father who was left to care for Krista and her siblings in Brooklyn’s culturally mixed low-income neighborhood of Sunset Park.

“Growing up without a mom in my neighborhood was very hard,” Krista says. “My father worked all the time, so my brother, sister, and I were mainly raised by my grandmother, who was very old school and conservative. When I discovered music, it was therapeutic for me because I tend to internalize everything and wouldn’t tell anyone how I felt. I kept journals and wrote poems and turned them into songs. I would lock myself in my bathroom and climb in the tub to write because it was the only place where I felt truly safe. Songwriting became the only way I felt I could express myself and people would understand me.”
Those early writing sessions would become the seeds for the songs that make up Krista’s debut album, Taking Back Brooklyn, in which she sets emotionally raw, brutally honest vignettes from her life to a genre-defying blend of hard-edged rock and engaging pop that reflects the diversity of her upbringing. Krista is as inspired by the boisterous attitudes of early female MCs (Salt-n-Pepa, Queen Latifah), as she is by the escapist rock of Evanescence and Linkin Park, and the sassy R&B of Mariah Carey and Alicia Keys. One moment her music pulsates with the rhymes of a boastful, street-reared MC (bringing to mind the storytelling of early Biggie Smalls), the next her melodious voice soars over lyrics of alienation and suffering, often in the same song. 
“This is my debut album and I want to show everybody who I am, which is someone with a lot of different sides,” Krista says. “I’m an R&B girl, but I love rock and pop. And I rap, too. Well, I call it ‘talking with attitude.’ But I didn’t want to come out and be just one thing when I know I’m not just one thing. I want my fans to know me for everything that I am on this album.” And lyrically? 
“The album is about taking it back to where I’m from – the whole collage of living in Brooklyn,” she says. “But it’s also about what art and writing and music mean to me. How I want to take back from my life what has been taken from me.”

Shepherding Krista through the process of making her first album was her producer and songwriting collaborator CamusCelli, who has worked with such artists as David Byrne, and Gavin DeGraw. After being introduced to him, Krista went to see Camus at his Brooklyn-based studio. “I sang Sarah McLachlan’s ‘Angel’ for him a capella and that won him over,” she says. Camus took Krista under his wing, working with her for two years to help develop her sound, and making her the hallmark singing to his VEL Records. “We would go to the studio and experiment and try things out until I felt comfortable with myself,” Krista recalls. “It was a very organic process. His support really gave me the confidence to show who I was.” 

The result is a dynamic 12-song portrait of this fiery young artist as she takes listeners through her struggles and triumphs. On the first single “Temporary Insanity,” she relates a tale of a fight that broke out among her family members. “Instead of engaging in the chaos, I just decided to walk out of the room and write a song about it,” she says, “because it was either that or I’d start throwing things, like my brother did. He threw a garbage can at a mirror and that inspired me. I was like, ‘Wow, we are just a little bit crazy.’” Other songs proved to be healing as well, like the sultry “Missile,” about losing your identity in a relationship; “Please Don’t Go,” a pleading ballad written for Krista’s father; “Scarred for Life,” about an emotionally abusive boyfriend; and “Ashes of Pain,” a song about salvation that underlines how Krista’s strong faith has gotten her through it all. “I like to write songs for other people, but ‘Ashes of Pain’ is my song,” she says. “It’s about letting everyone know that no matter what I’ve been through, I’ve always kept my relationship with God strong. That he has a plan for me, which is the reason I do what I do.”

Krista also proves her versatility as an artist by effortlessly shifting gears from the driving, anthemic pop of “Don’t You” straight into the hard-edged “Stained,” in which she makes powerful use of her ability to both trill like a songbird and rhyme like a tough-talking MC: “From the bottom of my heart / BK from the start / Where Brooklyn at? / I’m in Sunset Park,” she raps before singing “It’s not where I’m from, it’s who I am” in the angelic tones of the singer/songwriter that she is. 

At 16, Krista realized that being able to express herself as a performer was her dream, so she dropped out of high school to pursue it. “I think people from my neighborhood recognized that I was different,” she says. “They would tell me that I didn’t belong with them – not in a bad way, but in the sense that they knew I could do something good with my life instead of being caught up in the streets. That’s when I started to reconsider where I was going in my life.” 

Indeed, Krista’s career has already begun to take off. She’s signed a recording deal with J Records, which will release Taking Back Brooklyn this summer, and has already wrapped a sold-out tour with West Coast rapper Shwayze. She has also performed at the X-Games, the Bamboozle Festival, and last year’s Lollapalooza, winning audiences over with her powerful performances. “I love performing,” Krista says. “When I’m not performing, I feel like I don’t exist. I just love giving myself to the crowd because that’s who I am.” 

And then there’s the matter of releasing her debut album. For Krista, having the public finally hear her music means everything. “It means life,” she says. “This album is going to come out and I’m going to come to life. Up until this point I’ve just been floating, but once the album drops, my life is going to begin.”

J Records will release Taking Back Brooklyn this summer. 
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